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New York State in 1988, the fire tower has 
been fully restored and continues to offer 
hikers incredible views of the Adirondack 
Mountains, Lake Champlain, and Vermont. 

In honor of the fire tower’s centennial, the 
Friends of Poke-O-Moonshine is hosting sev-
eral celebratory events including hikes up the 
mountain, a silent art auction, and live per-
formances. The organization, which was large-
ly responsible for the restoration of the fire 
tower, is dedicated to preserving Poke-O- 
Moonshine and to educating the public about 
the mountain and its surrounding areas. Their 
efforts have expanded public access to this 
special place and increased awareness of our 
region’s rich environmental history. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I want 
to join in celebrating the 100th Anniversary of 
the Poke-O-Moonshine fire tower. It is an im-
portant piece of the Adirondack Park and a 
symbol of the North Country’s long tradition of 
outdoor engagement. 
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of Mr. Irwin Holland. 
Irv Holland was a brave and courageous man 
who served our country in a multitude of ways 
and will forever be remembered as a member 
of one of the great generations. 

Mr. Holland was born in 1917, eldest child 
to first generation immigrants. He grew up in 
New York where he graduated high school 
and attended night school but never graduated 
with a college degree. In 1943, he joined the 
United States Army Air Corps, and became an 
Army Air Corps navigator, eventually reaching 
the rank of Second Lieutenant. In the midst of 
World War II, and on his maiden mission, the 
navigational instruments on his B–17 failed. In 
the dark and over the ocean Mr. Holland led 
three B–17 airplanes to the Ashen Islands 
where they landed safely. After taking off from 
the Ashen Islands they continued to the Euro-
pean Theater and in June 1943 he and sev-
eral other crew members were shot down over 
Germany. Irv bailed out and was taken as a 
prisoner of war. He was a prisoner of war from 
June 13, 1943 to May 22, 1945, and endured 
difficult conditions in camp Stalag Luft 3— 
Sagan-Silesia, Bavaria, eventually moving to 
Nuremberg, Germany. Mr. Holland was liber-
ated by the Americans at the end of the war. 

After his release in 1945 from Prisoner of 
War Camp, he returned to the U.S. and short-
ly afterwards traveled to the west coast to 
begin a new chapter in his life. In 1947, he 
met and married Barbara Donner Schwartz 
and soon became the father of three. 

‘‘Irv’’ and Barbara moved to Fresno in 1952 
from the Bay Area and Irv established the 
Irwin Holland Advertising Agency. He was a 
community minded individual with involve-
ments in the civil rights movement, community 
education and the Jewish community, but poli-
tics was his real love and passion. Irwin Hol-
land was a political animal and felt a commit-
ment to participate and improve his commu-
nity. With that in mind, he ran for several polit-
ical offices in the San Joaquin Valley as well 

as becoming the advance man for every Na-
tional Democratic Candidate who traveled the 
Central Valley from the mid ’50’s to the end of 
the 1970’s, including John F. Kennedy (before 
his presidency), Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
Rose Kennedy, Pierre Salinger, Humbert 
Humphrey, and others. 

All during this time he was active in the 
Fresno Democratic Central Committee. From 
1962 to 1970 he served as Administrative As-
sistant for former California State Assembly-
man and Senator George Zenovich and in 
1974 Irv was named District Director for 
former U.S. Congressman John Krebs, serving 
at his pleasure for the two terms that Mr. 
Krebs was in office. 

In 1979, following a dream, Irwin and Bar-
bara moved to Jerusalem, Israel. Once they 
became established in Israel, Irv worked as a 
freelance writer, writing articles about his ex-
periences in Israel for the McClatchy News-
papers. While adapting to a new country and 
language Irv continued his community involve-
ment and was involved with the Americans 
and Canadians in Israel, Democrats Abroad, 
and the San Francisco Jewish Federation’s 
Office in Jerusalem for several years. 

After fully retiring he began his ‘‘personal 
campaign’’ to provide ‘‘behind the scenes’’ in-
sights about politics in the region to his friends 
and family at home. He forever felt that con-
nection between the place of his birth and his 
new home. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to recognize a mentor and a 
friend, Irv Holland. A gentleman, who felt the 
obligation to serve both his community and 
country of birth as well as his new-found 
home. He is survived by his wife of 69 years, 
Barbara, who still lives in Israel and their three 
children: Francine, Amy, and Robbie, their five 
grandchildren: David, Sarah, Rachel, Hannah, 
and Naomi, and their four great-grandchildren: 
Ami, Ophir, Arbel, and Ella. 
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Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, on Thursday, July 27, on Roll Call 
vote 414, I did not vote. Had I been present, 
it was my intention to vote NO. 
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Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to con-
gratulate Sgt. Andrew Brucher Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 5499, located in 
Kauneonga Lake, New York, which will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary on August 5, 2017. 

At its anniversary dinner, the Post will honor 
two very special people: Mrs. Mabel Brucher, 
a Gold Star Mother, and Mr. Raymond 
Jankowski, a veteran of the Second World 

War and founding Charter Member of Post 
5499. 

Post 5499 is named for Sgt. Andrew Carl 
Brucher, son of Leo and Mabel Brucher of 
Smallwood, New York. Sgt. Brucher was in-
ducted into the Army on November 8, 1965, 
arrived in Vietnam on January 6, 1967, and 
died on April 4, 1967, in Da Nang, Vietnam. 
Having served honorably, Sgt. Brucher was 
awarded the Purple Heart, National Defense 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with a Bronze 
Star, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign 
Medal. 

Honoring those who serve our nation should 
be a top priority for all Americans, and the 
VFW is an essential organization that fosters 
camaraderie among American veterans and 
advocates on their behalf. Congratulations to 
Post 5499 on this milestone anniversary. 
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Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, Navy Yeoman 3rd 
Class Edmund Ryan of Wilbraham, Massachu-
setts was killed when the Japanese sank the 
USS Oklahoma during the attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941. For 75 years, Yeoman Ryan 
was one of the nearly 400 sailors from that 
vessel whose identities were deemed ‘‘non-re-
coverable.’’ But thanks to the advancements in 
DNA testing and the efforts by the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, Yeoman 
Ryan’s remains have been finally identified. 
This was possible by matching the 
mitochondrial DNA to family members of the 
deceased. This achievement gives hope to the 
family members of the 26,000 
servicemembers from World War II that pos-
sibly they too can be identified. 

Next week, Yeoman Ryan will be interred in 
his final resting place at Arlington National 
Cemetery. On behalf of the First District of 
Massachusetts and the United States, we are 
eternally grateful for his service and sacrifice 
to his nation. And on this solemn occasion, I 
want to extend my best wishes to his family. 
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Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor seventeen of northeast 
Georgia’s brightest high school students. The 
National Academy of Future Scientists and 
Technologists and the National Academy of 
Future Physicians and Medical Scientists se-
lected these young scholars to represent the 
state of Georgia at their respective national 
conventions held in late June. 

Despite the fact that these students hailed 
from different parts of the district, they share 
a common interest in science and medical-re-
lated fields. Representing our state as dele-
gates gave them a chance to discuss their in-
terests and ideas—whether they involved be-
coming our nation’s next leading scientist or 
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